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A Breach of Integrity

No nursing shortage is so severe that we should

lower our standards

BY GENEVIEVE M. CLAVREUL, RN, PHD

I AM AN IMMIGRANT of French descent.
Like so many nurses before me, T came to the
United States for opportunity and to enjoy the
tremendous benefits of living here. T believe the
influx of immigrant nurses is a win-win
The foreign gain
employment, while offering their professional
skills and helping to ease the nursing shortage.

California has a long and successful history of
"importing" foreign, especially Filipino, nurses,
and many of these nurses have become key
members of the nursing community. The
Philippines has an intelligent industrial policy
which supports the growth of nursing schools in
their country. Many of these schools can be
ranked as truly excellent.

However, for the system to work, we must be
able to trust that immigrant nurses have the same
qualifications as American nurses. Thus, the
regulatory bodies must be vigilant in the
licensure of foreign RNs.

Regrettably, a situation has arisen that I
believe is nothing short of a scandal. It is
being underreported by the American media,
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and threatens the integrity of this country’s
nurse immigration policy. It involves the mass
selling of questions to parts 3 and 5 (med-surg
and psych respectfully) of the nursing
licensure exam administered on June 11-12,
2006 in the Philippines.

IN NOVEMBER 2006, the commission on
Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGFNS)
posted a statement on their website regarding an
irregularity with the June 11-12, 2006
Professional Regulation Commission’s (PRC)
nursing licensing exam. The CGENS introduced
the concern as to whether nurses who passed
the test would receive their license and be
eligible for VisaScreen.

Early on, it seemed as though the entire test
would be invalidated. If that were the case, then
some 17,000 nurses who passed could expect to
retake the entire licensure exam. As expected,
this suggestion was met with resistance, primarily
from graduate nurses, their families, some
nursing school officials, and various politicians.

Numerous demonstrations were held by
nursing graduates and their supporters
throughout the Philippines, asking that the test
remain in effect, and that no retake be ordered.

In the meantime, there was a counter
movement to order, if not a full retest, at least a
retest on the suspect parts 3 and 5. I'm
heartened to report that the Philippine Nurses
Association stood apart from the calls to let the
test stand, and made a recommendation in favor
of a retest. Deans at many of the fine Filipino
nursing colleges have also advocated for a full
retest, or at least a retest on parts 3 and 5. They
are to be commended.







