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Cooley’s raise

Re “$55,471 raise approved for D.A.
Cooley” (Jan 15): .

I would have to disagree with
Supervisor Yaroslavsky’s spokesper-
son’s description of the KDMC
Trauma Center closure vote as being
a “minor technical violation.” Many
of us remember the board’s :
much-televised press conference
where they announced the closure of
the trauma center following a closed
session. Cooley deemed this a viola-
tion but agreed to a board request to
withhold the tape of the closed ses-
sion, blocking public access to the
tape. Could the board’s control of his

- salary and budget have impacted his
decision? :

Cooley may be aggressive when
pursuing open meeting violations by
local city officials. Unfortunately, his
actions to keep the closed session
tape sealed leads this citizen to
believe that the county officials seem
to be judge by a different staridard.

— Geneviéve M. Clavreul
Pasadena
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$55,471 raise approved for D.A. Cooley

COUNTY: Supervisors’
vote will put his annual
salary at $292,300.

M“_._._ﬁ.rg

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors on Tuesday voted
unanimously to raise the district
attorney’s salary by $55471 —
about what an average county
employee makes a year — to
$292,300 effective Dec. 1.
move means that
re-elected this year, District Attor-
ney Steve Cooley would become
the county’s highest-paid elected

United States, and that's not a York district attorney at $190,000;
good thing for anybody,” said Cooks County district attorney at
David Kline, spokesman for the $179,450; California attorney gen-
eral at $184,301; Los Angeles city
attorney at $210,098 and the fed-
afford to have every government eral attorney general at $191,300.
trying to make their officials the
best-paid in the land.”

The vote came without discus-

California Taxpayers Association.
“The taxpayers simply can't

But even with the high salary,
Lynn Vodden, director of Cooley’s
Bureau of Management and Bud-
get, said because of a recent

A county salary survey released change giving department heads
Tuesday of prosecutors in 17 dis- merit raises Cooley’s salary would
trict attorney, city attorney and fall behind what Public Defender
attorney general offices through- Michael Judge makes.
out the nation showed the highest  Judge currently earns $237,224
paid is currently the Santa Clara annually, slightly more than
County district attorney — who Cooley.
earns $245,406, surpassing what  “And unfortunately, the way

inequities over time if they are not  said. “I'm sure it’s a reward and district attorney subsequently
looked at and adjusted.” I'm seeing it as a reward.” determined the public vote cured
Supervisor Gloria Molina said  But Joel Bellman, a spokesman whatever technical violation may
she is concerned about rising sala- Mw”n m..::vnamc.. Zev m‘m”u_m_uﬁws have occurred previously.”
ries for top county officials. Last said the assertion was faulty. i i
week, Chief Executive Officer Bill  “The only Brown Act violation Clavoul ofen weker mcati
Fujioka released a report estimat- was when the district attorney Cooley about open-meeting vio-
ing the county would lose at least determined there had been a lations.
$246 million under cuts proposed minor technical violation when s )
by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.  the board members discussed clos- 1S district attorney has been
The cuts could force the county ing the King-Drew trauma center YErY aggressive on public corrup-
to cut services to the mostly andannounced theywouldbeput- tion,” Knabe _UEP.J assume he
low-income residents it serves.  ting this matter on an upcoming \nvestigates allegations against us,
Genevieve Clavreul, a former agenda” Bellman said. but I know at least in some of the
county commissioner who often “There was an interpretation other cities he’s been very aggres-
criticizes the supervisors over that the board had already com- sive. He has a full public corrup-
health department decisions, mitted to that action. That was not oD division that we help fund in
raised the possibility the raise was true. The board calendared the the budget So we help fund our

this ordinance is structured, it a reward for Cooley for not prose- item and after lengthy discussion W investigations of ourselves.”
But Cooley’s current $236,629 only allows for an adjustment cuting board members for Brown on that matter held a public vote
salary is higher than all the rest, every four years,”" Vodden said. “So  Act violations in the past. on the question. The question was 'roy.andersonédaitynews.com

Cooley currently earns.

“He's rapidly approaching the '

pay level of the president of the including the Kings County New by virtue of the timing, it creates
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